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GENERAL ARBITRATION TREATY BETWEEN THE REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA 



Signed at Washington, January SO, 1912 

The Governments of the Republic of Colombia and the Argentine 
Republic, adherents to the Convention of July 29, 1899, and signatories 
of that of October 18, 1907, concluded at The Hague for the pacific 
settlement of international disputes, desiring, in consonance with their 
traditional policy, to consecrate the principle of obligatory arbitration 
in their reciprocal relations, have decided to conclude a treaty ad referen- 
dum to that end, and have appointed as their representatives for this 
purpose their Envoys Extraordinary and Ministers Plenipotentiaries to 
the Government of the United States of America, General don Pedro 
Nel Ospina and Doctor don R6mulo S. Naon, respectively, 

Who, by virtue of said authority, have agreed upon the following 
articles: 

Article I 

The high contracting parties pledge themselves to submit to arbitra- 
tion all controversies which for any cause may arise between them, 
provided that they do not affect the precepts of the Constitution of 
either state and that it may not be possible to settle them by direct 
negotiations. 

Article II 

In each particular case the high contracting parties shall sign a special 
agreement denning the matter in dispute, and, if necessary, the seat 
of the tribunal, the amount that each party must deposit in advance as 
security for the payment of costs, the form of the Tribunal, the dates 
for the constitution of the same and for the exchange of pleadings and 
documents, and in general all the conditions upon which they may 
agree. In the absence of a compromis, the arbitrators appointed under 
the rules established in Articles III and IV of the present treaty, shall 
pass judgment upon the claims that may be submitted to them. More- 
over, and in the absence of a special agreement, the rules established by 
the Convention for the Pacific Settlement of International Disputes, 

1 Translated from the Boletin del Ministerio de Rdaciones Exteriores, Colombia, 
1913, pages 931-933 
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signed at The Hague on July 29, 1899, shall be applied with the modifica- 
tions and additions contained in the following articles: 

Article III 

Unless otherwise stipulated, the tribunal shall be composed of three 
members. Each of the parties shall appoint an arbitrator, chosen 
preferably from the list of members of the Permanent Court established 
by the Hague Convention above referred to, and the two arbitrators 
thus appointed shall agree as to the selection of an umpire. Should 
agreement on this point not be reached, the parties shall request a third 
Power to make the designation of the third arbitrator, and if they should 
not agree on this point, then the Queen of the Netherlands or her suc- 
cessors, shall be requested by the parties to make the designation of the 
umpire. The third arbitrator shall be chosen from the list of the afore- 
said Permanent Court. He shall not be a national of either of the two 
contracting nations, nor have his domicile or residence within their 
territories. The same person shall not act as umpire in two successive 
cases. 

Article IV 

In case the parties should not reach an agreement as to the constitu- 
tion of the tribunal, the arbitral functions shall be conferred upon a sole 
arbitrator, who, unless otherwise stipulated, shall be appointed accord- 
ing to the rules established in the next preceding article for the designa- 
tion of the umpire. 

Article V 

The award shall be determined by a majority of votes. It shall not 
mention the dissenting opinion of any of the arbitrators, and shall be 
signed by the presiding arbitrator and by the secretary, or by the sole 
arbitrator. 

Article VI 

The award shall decide the controversy definitely and without appeal. 
However, the tribunal or arbitrator who has pronounced the sentence 
shall have power, upon petition and before the execution of the judg- 
ment to reopen the cause for revision, in the following cases: First, If 
the award was based upon false or erroneous documents; Second, If the 
award is vitiated, in whole or in part, by an error of fact in the pro- 
cedure or documents in the case. 
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Article VII 

All differences which may arise between the parties relative to the 
execution or interpretation of the award, shall be submitted to the de- 
cision of the tribunal or arbitrator that has rendered it. 

Article VIII 

The present convention shall remain in force for ten years, from the 
date of the exchange of ratifications. If twelve months before the ex- 
piration of said term neither of the high contracting parties shall have 
declared its intention to terminate the same, it shall continue in force 
until the expiration of a year after one of the parties shall have de- 
nounced it. 

Article IX 

This convention shall be submitted by the signatories to the approval 
of their respective governments, and if it shall be thus approved, and 
shall also be ratified according to the laws of both countries, the ratifi- 
cations shall be exchanged as soon as possible. 

In faith whereof the plenipotentiaries have signed and sealed the same, 
at Washington, D. C, this 20th day of January, one thousand nine 
hundred and twelve. (L. S.) Pedro Nel Ospina. 

(L. S.) R. S. Na6n. 



general report on the declaration concerning the laws op naval 
warfare presented to the london naval conference on be- 
half of its drafting committee l 

[Translation] * 

On the 27th February, 1908, the British Government addressed a 
circular to various Powers inviting them to meet at a conference with 
the object of reaching an agreement as to the definition of the generally 

1 Treaties, conventions, International Acts, etc., between the United States and 
other Powers, Vol. Ill, pp. 282-323. This committee consisted of Messrs. Kriege 
(Germany), Wilson (United States of America), Dumba (Austria-Hungary), Estrada 
(Spain), Renault (France), Reporter, Hurst (Great Britain), Ricci-Busatti (Italy), 
Sakamoto (Japan), Ruyssenaers (Netherlands), Baron Taube (Russia). 

2 For the original French text of the report see Parliamentary Paper "Miscella- 
neous No. 5 (1909)," p. 344. 



